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By Oexter Wau»h 



, Tliree years alter the fatal : 
I shooting of Black Panther i 
, Party Treasurer Bobby Hut- 1 
i ton by Oakland police, a new 
I version of what happened the 
j night of April 6. 1963. has 
' come w light. 

' Gwynne Peirson. a black 
j Oakland police officer 
ip r e s e n i during the 
• Panther-pohce shootout, now 
j says Hutton was killed not ' 

I because he broke and ran but j 
because police “got out of 
' control.’’ 

The i a e i ti e n i. wMc-h oc- ! 
i curred the weekend of Mar- 1 
j tin Luther King’s assassina- 
’ tion. was a turning point in 
Black Panther Paitv aflairs. 
i It led to the flight to Algiers 
I by the party’s prominent 



was shot while trying to es- 
cape. ' j 

PeirsoD was fiol asked to ^ 
testify. ; 

Other versions by police i 
wluiesses were liinted at the i 
lime but never surfaced. Ci- i 
V i I i a n witnesses, uicluduig ! 
reporters, were not allowed I 
near the area curing the bat- i 
tie and its immediate after- i 
math, and consequently the | 
circumstances of H u cx o a ’s ! 
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i minister of information. Ei- 
! dridge Cleaver, who faced 
I charges of parole violation 
and other charges arismg 
i irom the tight. 

! 

Tne Alameda County 
; Grand Jury, w-hich ruled the 
police action lawful, heard 
, five police witnesses who 
said the 17 year old Hutton 
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death remain something of a 
mystery. 

Court cases presented 
against si.'c of toe eight Pan- 
thers arrested that night 
have focused on the assault 
on two police officers which 
set off the chain of events 
that ended in Hutton’s kill- 
ing. The manner of Hutton’s 
death was ruled immaterial 
to these proceedings. Peirson 
was never called as a wit- 
ness, either by defense or 
prosecution. 

Peirson, 49, quit the Oak- 
land force last year after 22 
yeai’s of service. He has writ- 
ten about the incident three 
years later in his criminolo- 
gy master’s thesis for the 
University of California. 

He said officers started 
“.shoving” Eldridge Cleaver 
and Hutton as they surren- 
dered and emerged from the 
basement of a house on ’23th 
Street in West Oakland, 
where they had taken refuge 
after the shooting of two 
Oakland officers. 

Peirson told The Examiner 



that the police were “all . 
worked up for various rea- 
.sons. They were getting! 
ready to do almost any- 
tiiing.” 

In his thesis, he wrote that 
“because of the physical con- 
tact between Hutton and the 
officers, and also because 
Hutton was walking with his 
hands in the atr at the time, 
he .stumbled while walking 
and brought his hands down. 
When his hands came down 
there was a series of six to 
nine shots and Bobby Hutton 
was idHed.’’ 

Peirson, in an intervievv, 
said he did.u’t “think it was 
murder. It’s just that the 
thing was completely out of 
control. They had beenfiring 
for half an hour, never know- 
ing where you are shooting 
~ at least I didn’t see any- 
thing to shoot at. Ill the end, 
they didn’t have any control 
over what happened.” 

Across Street 

Peirson said he was stand- 
ing across the street from 
the house, behind a telephone 
pole. Near him an Emery- 
ville policeman who had 
come to help was kneeling : 
behind a car, pumping off* 
roimds from a 12 gauge .shot- i 
gun. 

“He shot up a w hole 'dox of 
shotgun shells, and 1 don’t 
know what he was shooting 
at. But he shot up the box 
and when he w'as finished he 
got up and left.” 

Peirson’s testimony differs 
from testimony given to the 
Grand Jury two weeks’ after 




the shooting by five other p<> 
lice officers, three of whom j 
i said they shot at Hutton, 
j The officers, who were' 

I standing closer to Hutton 
than Peirson was, told the 
Grand Jury b a s i c a II y the 
same story. 

They said Cleaver and Hut- 
ton emerged from the base- 
ment and, accompanied by- 
several officers who had 
gone down a walkway beside 
the house to get to them, 
came to the front of the 
house. 

T.heir testimony indicated 
one or more of tlie group — 
suspects and officers — fell 
i to the ground. Reports dif- 
j fered. But the testifying offi- 
cers agreed they saw Hutton 
come up in a -‘running posi- 

■ tion.” 

Hutton got about eight or 
ten steps away, running in a 
“crouched position,” accord- 
ing to one officer. The offi- 
cers said they heard other 
j policemen yelling, “Look out! 
i He’s nmning.” 
i One testifying officer, 

I hearing the shouts, turned ^ 
around and fired two rounds 
: from his service revolver at j 
; Hutton, who was -‘approsi- 

■ mately five feet from me I 

; . . . running westbound on I 
! the sidewalk.” ! 

i N'bt Seen I 

: .\nuther said he had his ! 

j “carbine slung over my 

j shoulder and I just brought it 
' right around, and I was still 
i in sort of a crouched posi- 
1 tion, and I fired. Three 
i (times!. ” 

' Peirson received a disabili- 
ty retirement from the Oak- 
land force last year. He said 
he had passed tlie promotion- 
' al e.>cam for sergeant more 
; than once. Although placed 
i on the eligibility list, he was , 
■■ not promoted while others : 

■ were. 

; He now works as a lecturer j 
i and training director at the i 
; Unniversity of Missouri’s cri- 1 
: minoiogy department in St 
! Louis. 




GWYNNE PEIRSOH 
Never was called 



Peirson wrote in his thesis | 
that he stated to a team of i 
police and district attorney’s 
investigators that Hutton did ! 
not make any attempt to es- j 
cape before being shot. | 
“-Approximately a month ! 
later selected statements 
w'ere submitted to tbe Grand 1 
Jury. In addition, several of- 1 
ficers were called to testify ! 
before that jury. As a result 
of the statements and the tes- 
timony . . . the jury found 
that Bobby Hutton was killed 
while trying to escape and 
that therefore his death was 
■justifiable homicide.’ ” 
Peirson wrote that he was 
not called to testily, that his \ 
statement was not seen by i 
the Grand Jury, and that in 1 
fact his s t a t e m e n t, taken ! 
i down by a stenographer, was | 
; never transcribed from short- ‘ 
i hand. | 

I -Alameda County District | 
I Attorney Lowell Jensen said j 
j he could not miike any com- • 
I ment as to why Peirson’ s • 
I views were excluded. I 
i Peirson told The E.xaminer ; 
j that v/hen his opinion be- i 
I came know^n to other offi- i 
! cers, “pressure” was exerted ' 
i against him. ; 

j Peirson was born and i 
j raised in Oakland. He has : 
! two sons, aged 12 and 22. He S 
joined the Oakland force in ■ 
I 1847 as a patrolman. ! 

i He worked 11 years in the ; 
i patrol division and II years ; 
I as a homicide investigator, j 




